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Rt Hon David Cameron, 
Prime Minister, 
10 Downing Street 
 
Rt Hon Nick Clegg,  
Deputy Prime Minister, 
Cabinet Office 
 
Rt Hon Andrew Mitchell MP, 
Secretary of State for International Development, 
Department for International Development 
 
         7 September 2010 
 
Dear Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister, Secretary of State 
 
Re: British Government’s commitment to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)  
 
On behalf of Bond, the membership body for UK NGOs working in international development, we 
welcome your Government’s commitment to international development and to the successful 
achievement of the MDGs.  
 
We are writing to highlight the key priorities of UK NGOs for the upcoming UN MDG Review Summit in 
New York on 20-22 September. This Summit is a critical milestone for the eight MDGs. It is of great 
concern that the majority of the MDGs are currently off track for success by 2015. We are looking to the 
UK Government to lead by example and use its position globally to push other countries to act 
ambitiously on the MDGs. 
 
Over 50 UK NGOs fighting global poverty have agreed a joint NGO statement entitled ‘A last chance to 
keep our promises’1 which I enclose. The statement outlines our priorities for the MDG Summit, and 
asks the UK Government to ensure concrete outcomes at the Summit, including: 
 

• pushing for an ambitious and universal MDGs rescue plan with clear political and financial 
commitments; 

 

• ensuring that this rescue plan addresses the interlinkages between all eight MDGs by focussing 
on cross cutting issues such as human rights, gender equality, environmental sustainability, 
social exclusion and conflict, which underpin the achievement of all the MDGs; 

 

• recognising that while some MDGs need specific attention, all MDGs need to continue to be 
addressed coherently, with sufficient resources and support by the international community; 

 

• providing political and financial backing to the UN Secretary General’s proposed Global Strategy 
for Women and Children’s Health. 

  
We are delighted that we will be able to discuss the Government’s key priorities ahead of the UN MDG 
Review Summit at the public event with Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg and Secretary of State 
Andrew Mitchell on 15 September in London.  
 
 

                                                 
1
 An electronic copy may also be found at: www.bond.org.uk/pages/mdgs-uk-updates.html 
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We look forward to working together to ensure that the UN MDG Review Summit is a moment of 
effective commitment and ambition by governments to achieve the MDGs, which will improve the lives of 
millions of people around the world.   
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
 
Nick Roseveare, Chief Executive 
Bond 
 
Richard Miller, Executive Director  Jessica Woodroffe, Chair 
Action Aid     Gender and Development Network 
 
Andy Rutherford, Acting Director  Stephanie Stuart, Director 
One World Action     Handicap International UK 
 
Cliff Allum, Chief Executive Officer   Chris Bain, Director 
Skillshare International   CAFOD    
       
Anna Feuchtwang, Chief Executive  Andy Stockbridge, CEO 
EveryChild      Toybox 
 
Simon Trace, CEO.     Marie Staunton., CEO 
Practical Action     Interact Worldwide 
 
Geoffrey Dennis, CEO   Dr Caroline Harper, CEO 
CARE       Sightsavers 
 
Helen Drewery, General Secretary   Ros Davies, CEO               
Quaker Peace & Social Witness   Women and Children First 
   
George Cook, European Director  Martin Geake, Chief Executive 
Computers for Africa   Send a Cow 
 
David Nussbaum, Chief Executive  Christine Allen, Director 
WWF       Progressio 
 
Marie Staunton, CEO     Dr Agnès Callamard, Executive Director,  
Plan International    Article 19 
 
David Bull, Executive Director   Diane Diacon, Director 
UNICEF UK      Building and Social Housing Foundation 
  
Nikki Jeffery, Director     Martin Drewry, Director 
Target Tuberculosis    Health Poverty Action 
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Justin Kilcullen, Director    Mike Mandelbaum, Chief Executive, TB Alert 
Trócaire      On behalf of Action for Global Health UK 
 
Carolyn Miller, Chief Executive   Loretta Minghella 
Merlin       Christian Aid 
 
Tanya Barron, International Director   Maria Arce Moreira, Executive Director 
Leonard Cheshire Disability International Forum for Rural Transport and 

Development (IFRTD) 
 
Barbara Stocking, Chief Executive Justin Forsyth, Chief Executive 
Oxfam Save the Children 
 
Marg Mayne, CEO Brendan Barber, General Secretary 
VSO TUC  
 
Matthew Frost, CEO Sue Turrell, Executive Director 
Tearfund WOMANKIND Worldwide 
 
Harriet Lamb, Executive Director Joseph O’Reilly, Chair 
Fairtrade Foundation Global Campaign for Education UK  
 
Samira Yussuf, Director Alex Haxton, Chief Executive  
CODA International Training World Emergency Relief 
 
Sofia Garavito, Director of International Margaret Batty, Director of Policy and  
Development Campaigns 
Deaf Child Worldwide    WaterAid 
 
Jean-Michel Grand, Executive Director  Justin Byworth, CEO  
Action Against Hunger UK World Vision UK 
 
Major Heather Poxon, Director for 
International Development 
The Salvation Army UK & Republic of Ireland 
 

 


