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Progressio has been leading the way on practical international development issues for more than forty years. Whether through placing development workers overseas, or in our policy and advocacy achievements, Progressio has a track record of making a difference. We work with people of all faiths and none.




livesimply Communications Volunteer 
Policy and Communications Team
Four to six month commitment

One to two days a week (or equivalent hours)
Based in Brixton, London

	Progressio is looking for an enthusiastic volunteer to support the livesimply website on Catholic Social Teaching. livesimply is a network of 66 organisations whose aim is to support people to live simply, sustainably and in solidarity with poor people in the UK and overseas. The volunteer will be based in Progressio’s Policy and Communications Team and work closely with the livesimply Coordinating Group to support the work of the website.




ABOUT PROGRESSIO AND OUR APPROACH

Progressio is a UK-based charity working internationally to enable people in developing countries to challenge and change the situations that keep them poor. We currently work in 11 countries and have a long history of working in fragile, post-conflict and authoritarian states. 

We develop long-term partnerships with local organisations and community groups in the global South, providing practical support through around 80 development workers (DWs), mostly from the global South, who share skills, know-how and training. We also send committed young adults from the UK to engage in community development work for 10 weeks - this programme is called Progressio ICS. Both DWs and Progressio ICS placements contribute towards improving the lives of thousands of people in poor communities.

Because poverty is about unequal power relations and a lack of human rights, we work with a wide range of people who are poor and marginalised to change the structures that keep them in poverty. We support them in their calls for policy change. With our supporters, we stand alongside them in demanding that decision-makers around the world sit up and listen to them.

Inspired by our Catholic roots, we believe that experiencing ‘life in all its fullness’ includes freedom and control over one’s life and future. It means challenging inequalities and power imbalances. We see every person as sacred, having inherent dignity, so we stand in solidarity with poor people in achieving their rights.

THE TEAM 
Working within Progressio’s strategic vision of People Powered Development,
 the Policy and Communications Team works to ensure effective, consistent and complementary communication of Progressio’s key messages to a range of target audiences.

Progressio’s policy messages are drawn from the voices of and our experience of working with communities in the global South. In using these messages for policy influencing and outreach, the team engages with policy makers and opinion formers, and mobilises and engages Progressio’s supporter base, which numbers around 3,000 people. This is done by increasing the understanding and involvement of supporters and potential supporters in acting and campaigning for change and raising funds. More detailed information about our work is available on our website: www.progressio.org.uk
Drawing on all the communications tools and channels available – staff and Board, volunteers, fundraising, web, our church resources, direct mail, events, networking, third party endorsement, and media relations – the team drives home the uniqueness of Progressio and the importance of joining us in our mission to help people gain power over their lives and overcome barriers that keep them poor.

VOLUNTEER PLACEMENT 
Progressio is looking for a volunteer to support the Policy and Communications Team to maintain and develop the livesimply website - www.catholicsocialteaching.org.uk. The purpose of the website is to raise awareness about Catholic Social Teaching and its relationship with global social justice issues; to provide information in the form of stories, reflections, resources and podcasts; and to encourage and help people to put their faith into action. 
Tasks will vary, and may include
· Administrative support, including responding to email enquiries  

· Desk research and writing content for the website
· Helping to source images and stories for the website
· Liaising with the livesimply members
· Website maintenance. 


Is this volunteer role right for you?
You will receive an induction and support to carry out this role as required, but the person we are looking for should be able to bring the following to this role:

· A good understanding of the Catholic Church and its approach to social justice issues
· Good writing skills
· Analytical and critical thinking

· Excellent organisational, administrative and time management skills
· Good attention to detail

· Initiative, enthusiasm and a proactive approach

· A professional and courteous approach

· Be good at working in a team
· Good IT skills

Some experience of website maintenance or development would be useful and/or understanding of Catholic Social Teaching, but is not essential.

Training
The volunteer will receive induction and training for the role as required.
Timescale

The placement will be for approximately four to six months. Ideally the volunteer will be able to commit one to two days per week (or the equivalent hours).
Allowance

Lunch allowance is provided (£3.50 per day). Expenses incurred for travel to and from Progressio from within the London area will be reimbursed (you will need to provide receipts for this).

Based
Progressio’s office, located in Brixton, South London. 

Support and supervision during the placement

The volunteer will be supported and supervised by a member of the Policy and Communications Team and will work closely with the livesimply Coordinating Group. 
  
HOW TO APPLY
	To apply, please email your CV and a covering letter explaining your motivation and how you meet the Person Specification requirements to recruitment@progressio.org.uk. 

We also appreciate it if you can download and complete an Equal Opportunities Monitoring Form from and email it together with your covering letter and CV. Please specify 'livesimply Communications Volunteer' in the subject line.
Closing date: 11 September 2012      Interviews: Mid/late September 2012



Progressio is the working name of the Catholic Institute for International Relations
Charity reg. no. 294329
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� For more information see � HYPERLINK "http://www.progressio.org.uk/content/what-people-powered-development" ��http://www.progressio.org.uk/content/what-people-powered-development�.


� The team currently includes nine staff members, consisting of a Head of Policy and Communications, Campaigns Officer, Communications Officer, Creative Editor, Digital Editor and Producer, Environmental Policy and Advocacy Officer, two Policy and Advocacy Officers and a Policy and Communications Administrator.
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