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Marta Galarza and Guadalupe Cuba Huamani are part of a
grassroots social organisation in Cusco, Peru. In 2007 they
attended classes in the school for community leaders run by
COINCIDE, on€ of Progressio’s partner organisations in
Peru. Progressio’s development worker, Belén Pont, 18

directly involved in the leader training project.

Marta and Guadalupe say that what they have learned has

helped them improve their work with local communities.
Their aim is 10 encourage local people 10 exercise their

rights. They focus in particular on vulnerable groups
including young people and women. Activities include
helping people gain access to services such as health and
education, contributing 10 local roundtables on fighting
poverty and tackling violence, and taking part in forums that
give ordinary people a say on what local govemment spends

its money on.

«Taking part in the school for leaders has taught us not 0 be
afraid of participating,” they say- «Before we used 10 think
certain spaces Were only for intellectual people — not for us.
Now we take part in a wide range of forums and
decision-making bodies.”
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~" Progressio’s values — integrity and respect:
solidarity  and Justice; courage and
commitment — underpin all our work. Our
belief in human dignity and justice is rooted
in our radical Catholic heritage and is shared
by the people — people of faith and people of
no religion — with whom we work. We take
practical action for development by working
with partner organisations through our

development workers. We raise awareness
about the injustices that keep people locked
in poverty and, in all that we do, we are
committed to helping achieve real change in
the lives of impoverished people.
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We Arow everything maruecologi.calll}, without
using chemicals. The workshops cun by
rngress'io’s Partner nrguni.Sntinn. P\ed.
\qgroecoléqim del Wustro, have helped. with
production tec'hninl_ues. They also helpei set up
marketploces £or orqanic farmers to sell our
produce. We sel| well because people know how
we qrow, and, they know it s healthier. | make
o better income now than | did. when | arew
Using chemicals. [What we oW is also for our
own food, to {feed the 'Cllmi.r\} 3e~€nre, when we
{facmed, in o diffecent way, we had tp 'ou.'j more
os we didn't AW such a mixtuce of things.
This way is mich healthier £or us and, {or
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Rosa j&m, {‘armer
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The lock of access to woler is ceal 9ro‘o'lem.
We women hove to spend £our hrours each day
loo\:.‘l.n% £or woter. This means thal our work is
put ot risk, we Loce ticedmess and o lock of
50.48’(\, on the journey, and. we do wot have
time Loc other things like educotion. Thal's
why, along with 5000 other ee.o?le., | took
pact in o march on World, Water Do.\-] to
demand. better investment ond. The erotec.t‘l.on
of eenele’s cight To woter. The march wos
orqunised. by o qroup of social organisations
including Progressio pastner UNES (the
Salvadorean Ecological Coalition). We hope thet

aow our voice will oe heard.

Wlma Orellana, water rights campaigner
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My work with the Environmental Movement. of
Olancho (MAD) is about helping defend and
strengthen the way of life of people in rural
aress, under threat from deforestation and
illegal logging. Corruption and vested interests
mean environmental Campaigning Can be dangerous:
indeed, in December 2006 two environmental
leaders from MAO were murdered. As a
Progressio development worker. my role is to
help MAO advocate and campaign effectively for
justice and change. At long last it looks like our
efforts are bearing fruit. with new land planning
and forestry laws going through which will limit
illegal activities and help transform the forestry

sector.

Francisco Hernandez Montoya, Progressio
development worker
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